
TROTTER AND PACER IN FULL ACTION AND A MORSE "BREAKING," AS CAUGHT BY THE CAMERA.

fflE TOURING CLUB OF FRANCE,
Were It Not for Our Bad Roads We

Might Have in This Country a
System Such as in Vogue

Abroad,
The history of cycling In America has

made such phenomenal strides in the past
two years that at this present time, with
the great improvements in construction,
the growth of the L. A. W. and the steady
increase of membership of clubs all over
the country.not to mention the favorable
legislation obtained in many States.it
would seem that America might easily lead
all the cycling countries in every phase of
the sport.
Yet there is more than one particular in

which we fall far short of other nations
in matters that pertain to the perpetuation
and progress of the sport.and those partic¬
ulars are in no wise creditable to us. We
are acquainted with cycling as a sport,
with cycling as a recreation, as a mere

pleasure, and in its purely utilitarian
phases, bnt with regard to cycling as de¬
voted to pleasure in the form of touring we
are practically ignorant.
There is but oue real reason for this.our

roads, which are the worst of any civilized
country on earth. Were it not for this we

might have such a system in this country
as prevails in France and England, where
outdoor life in the Summer is a feature of
the holiday season unknown to us here. The
American goes abroad with his wheel for
his Summer's outing, to roam at leisure
over the fine roads of France and England,
and returning home in the Autumn, brown
and happy, he tells with delight of his out¬
ing. Our own country, with its infinitely
superior scenery, its historic associations,
and all that goes to make touring desirable,
is left out of the cyclist's calculation, all
because our roads are not lit for the recrea¬
tion as it is known abroad. With our beau¬
tiful scenery, our superb climate, and all
the natural advantages offered in our own

nation, it would seem that we should make
touring a national recreation that cannot
be excelled in any zither country.
Nothing could more clearly set forth, the

difference between our own country and
that of others than a contrast between
America and France, where cycling in its
touring aspects is perhaps better known
than in any other country.

It was in 1890 that the touring club of
France.the Union Velocipedique de France
and the Association Velocipedique de Ama¬
teurs.was organised. The latter has since
been merged into the U. S. F. S. A..Union
des Societes Francaises de Sports Athlet-
iques.which is practically the governing
power of all the amateur sports of France.
Thus, six years ago, France had the three
branches of cycling.touring, professional
racing and amateur racing.organized in a

thorough manner unknown in America to
this day.
The T. C. F. was first organized to create

a feeling in public opinion toward a more
rational acknowledgment of cycling as a

progressive mode of locomotion, for at that
time, although many wheels were in use in
France, the sentiment in a number of the
outlying districts was such that the tour¬
ists of only six years ago had to encounter
difficulties on their outings that would seem
incredible to us at present. The T. C. F.
made itself noted from the first by devot¬
ing itself exclusively to cycling in its tour¬
ing aspects., taking no interest in cycling as
a sport, and even prohibiten'' racing under
its colors. (_ /A6 ®
The roads of Franco are proverbially

among the finest, in the world, and under
the T. C. P. they have materially improved.
The power of the T. C. F. is now so great
that it would be difficult to overestimate it.
Jt established the benefits of association,
obtained many favorable legislative enact¬
ments. created a system of maps and in¬
formation of grout value lo all tourists, ob-
- ed from hotel keepers more reasonable

d better treatment, caused many
be placed in good repair that hail
dangerous lo the cyclist, placed
along all the well-known routea

to warn the tourist of bad places In the
roads, and it did all this, and much more,
for the small siyji of Ave francs ($1) per
year.

~

It is-not strange that a thorough and com¬
plete^-system bord fruit within a year, and
that ever since its popularity h(is been
growing. Its membership is now over
80,000, and is confidently expected to reach
50,0U0 within the year. It is now not limit¬
ed to France, but has nourishing branches
in Germany, Austria, Russia and Alsace,
and is very intimately connected with simi¬
lar organizations in England and Italy.
Among the more important of the regula¬
tions it has obtained' is the international
agreement which permits tourists to cross
the frontiers of Germany, Itnly and Bel-
giurn without paying duty on their wheels,
something every tourist will fully appre¬
ciate. This enactment was considered a su¬
perior diplomatic move at the time the con¬
cession was obtained.
With the superb system of good roads 4n

France, and this powerful organization to
assist cycling as a Summer diversion in the I
form of touring, it is no wonder that the
long and delightful outings on the Conti¬
nent became the fad in a way unknown
here as a social diversion. Thus, once
more, America's bad roads became the
gain of a rival country.
Professional sport is now very strong in

France, and here, again, the power of one
of the French unions is apparent.
Until 1895 the U, V. F. was almost the

only regulating power. The directing com¬
mittee had their decisions accepted without
a dissenting voce, and a line lot of pro-
fessonal riders under excellent rules and
good management had brought professional
sport to a desirable issue. Just at present,
owing to unfortunate difficulties, the U. V.
F. has not the influence it had a short time
ago, but the professional sport of France is
still in a flourishing condition, and likely
to give the United States pointers for some
time to come, as our racing teams recently
returned can testify. The French, for in¬
stance, have never admitted a Class B in
racing, and the abolishment of that class
here in America by the L. A. "VV. within the
past year justifies the French judgment.
The U. S. F. S. A. has very stringent

rules, which are enforced without fail in
every instance of violation, three months'
suspension being mild and the punishment
sometimes reaching permanent disqualifica¬
tion. The result is that such wholesale
transfers from the amateur to the profes-
sional class as are known in America are
unheard of in France, greatly to the advan-1
tage of the sport. It were well if the
"pure" amateur in all the professional
knowledge of his amateur masquerade were
treated to a dose in this country such as he
would meet with' in France.
There are now over two hundred socie¬

ties in the U. S. F. S. A., and some of these
have a membership of over 2.000. Twenty-
four of these societies, numbering In all
over 3,000 members, are devoted to cycling
exclusively. All the others have a cycling
section, for cycling is very popular among
the French athletes.
The U. S. F. S. A. is a federation of ama¬

teur athletic clubs in France corresponding
to the Amateur Athletic Association of Eng¬
land, and it aims to promulgate in France
the taste for all athletics, chiefly football
and foot racing, and it had already acquired
a great power when cycling came Into
vogue. Since the advent of this recreation
the influence of the organization has been
greatly increased, and to-day it Is the gov¬
erning power of athletics in France.
The t|. S. F. S. A. has a yearly road

championship of 100 kilometers; two track
championships, one of one kilometer and
the other of fifty; two challenges, each of
fifty kilometers, and an indefinite number
of 100-kilometer competitions, open to ama¬
teurs only. In addition to these, the U. S.
F. S. A. gives out other challenges and
championships, and all the societies that
belong to it give their own races. A num¬
ber of the road races are prominent annual
events, that are anticipated for months in
advance, and are attended by several hun¬
dred riders. Among these races are the
Paris-Dieppe, the Paris-Rouen and the
Paris-Dreux.
The rule of the road in France frequently

puzzles the American, who is accustomed
to exactly the opposite of what is expected
in France. The general rule is to keep to
the right side of the road, and many colli¬
sions have resulted from this. The excep¬
tion to this is when the tourist is to pass
another vehicle going in the same direction
as himself. In this case the tourist takes
the left, leaving the other to the right.
The French wheel Is taxed ten francs a

year, and every wheel must be furnished
with a .imall bell and a plate with the name
and address of the owner. The tourist is
"allowed the occasional privilege, under ex¬
traordinary circumstances, of using the
sidewalk. Altogether, cycling in France is
well organized and well cared for

HARD SEASON
FOR THE LAYERS.

A BooRmaRer Says That
Not One in Ten- Wiff
Quit with a Profit.

One of the most prominent layers of the
odds on the local tracks is authority for a

statement that not one in ten of his fel¬
lows will end the season with a profit.
At first thought this statement appears

ridiculous, and yet when the grounds on

which it was based were explained one

could readily understand that it is entirely
feasible.
The public, with but few exceptions, are

losers; owners and trainers that have man¬

aged to come out of the fray unscorched
are the exception rather than the rule; the
"dope" players and the "rail birds" have
the same tale to tell.
Public form has been too bewildering for

the keenest; favorites, that looked certain¬
ties have been beaten'repeatedly by horses
that one would think ran practically un¬

backed, which would mean, one would
think, clean sheets for the layers; yet
comes the wail from "the lin^e" that these
profits are taken away by a select few
who seldom bet on losers, and there is
every reason to belie've that their com¬

plaints are well founded.
This, then, probably solves the question

"Where does- the money go?" and this
means an amount away above the calcula¬
tions of those who have failed to give the
subject consideration.
Now comes the question, Who may be

included in this list of favored ones?
Any one who has been a regular visitor

at the tracks this season will not be com¬

pelled to do any deep thinking to find the
fortunates. They are clever in many ways,
yet at times precaution has been lost sight
of, and the result is their doings, or rather
a portion of them, have been exposed.
With all this they have planned well and
reaped a harvest.
If their transactions were over and above

board, no one would begrudge them their
success, for then they would be entleled to
all they could win, but unfortunately the
major portion of their work Is cleverly
concealed, and in the opinion of many not
strictly legitimate.

If the operations of the suspected ones

were confined to horses that ran in their
names and colors, no one would grumble,
but when horses are "farmed out" in a

dozen different stables they are given op¬
portunities that are practically dishonest.

It would bo very difficult to prove these
connections, for the risk in making them
is too great to permit of any weak spots.
Only recently a two-year-old was pur¬

chased from one of the most prominent sta¬
bles in the country by a clever young train¬
er. A few days later he appeared in a

maiden race, there was a tremendous
plunge on him, and he won. Since that
day the public have backed him steadily,
but his form has been wretched. Some day
will bring another deluge of the "right
money," and he will win again. He is one

of the many tools for the plungers. Rumor
has it that the money paid for this colt
came from the pocket of the reputed leader
of the "favored few." He would, of coui'se,
deny the story, and the denial would have
to be accepted. They have played with
the same bold hand all season, and It looks
an impossibility to convict them, yet to per¬
mit thein to go on means sure disaster.
Their inroads into the bank rolls of the

layers is but a minor consideration. The
real harm they do is the distrust they
create among the general public.
Let one of their many commissioners go

down the line backing a horse, and there
is a miniature panic among the bettors.
Form would not warrant their following
this "smart money," and yet experience
has shown that it is foolish to bet against
it. This uncertainty causes many to re¬
frain from betting, and brings general dis¬
satisfaction.
This soiH ot' thing cannot go on. Gir-

cumstancial evidence may be weak grounds
for aeouvietlpn, but it looks as' if in this
ciise it is The only means of ending the
existing difficulties. Something must lie
dene, without delay, to restore confi-
denca iliANK J. BliYAN.

RACING COLORS
THAT puzzle ONE.

Nistafe Hade in tfie Se¬
lection of Siffe for
Jockeus to Wear.

The art of the dyer turns out silks and
satins of so great a variety of hues that
the poor old solar spectrum blushes with
envy. Yet day after day racegoers ruin
their eyesight in vain efforts to discern th
colors carried by the thoroughbreds. Black
and yellow, red and black, white and red,
green and red, purple and gold, and white
with sundry distinguishing marks, nvi*i-
ble at a distance-these are the usual com¬

binations, iterated and reiterated with
painful sameness.

It was actually the case one day in 1894
that out of a field of eight at Morris PaiL
seven of the colors had red for the dom
nant note, so that, when the horses we*
At the post on the Eclipse course, they
were indistinguishable. Many owners make
the mistake of supposing that white
"whips," or "braces" of any color wi

help to show up the jacket at a distance
In actual fact only the strongest coloi is
in evidence when the field Is racing down
the backstretch, and all small marks are

lost to sight. Then, too, such weak colors
as light blue and canary, pink and blue,
gray and blue and the like, when combined
merge in the distance Into an Indefinite

n t)0.
The trouble seems to be twofold: first,

that many showy and attractive colors
are not employed; secondly, that the ^olois
are not selected to secure strong distinc¬
tiveness by contrast and proper arrange-
111

Among the colors overlooked may be
mentioned salmon, cerise, claret, I-rench
erav, chocolate, plum, turquoise, geranium,
pale sea green, cardinal, puce, mangdd,
old rose, heliotrope, fawn, sage green, iron

eray ruby, solferlno. maize, peach, citron,
apple green, purple, rifle green, Indian
red and cinnamon. It cannot be said that
all these colors on first acquaintance rec¬
ommend themselves for the purpose under
consideration, but it must be remembered
that the most indefinite color may he
shown up by a contrast which is striking,
without violating the scheme of color or in
other words, making such a glaring and dis^cordant contrast that the component
colors to use an expressive vulgarism,
"swear at each other." Many excellent
colors now employed are abused from lack
of this precaution. For example, the pur-,
pie and black of the Goughacres S.able are

both in themselves admirably adapted for
the purpose, but combined lose all force
and distinctiveness.

;The ideal would be for every stable to
have a whole color. It is not possible for
anv one to beat for effectiveness the scarlet
of Messrs. A. H. & D. H. Morris; the black
of Mr. August Clason, the blue of Mr.
Gideon, the orange of Mr. Doswell, the pink
of Trowbridge & Co., the white, gold tassei,
of Mr. M. F. Dwyer, and so on; but there
are not enough colors to suffice. W hen it
comes to mixed colors, probably the most,
effective are the famous "magpie" that Mr.
John Hunter claims, "black, white sleeves,! red cap." The contrast is striking in the
extreme and the colors do not blend, no
matter how distant they may be. On the
other hand, to take colors that have the
hallowed tradition of an English I etby
victory, Mr. Lorlllard's famous "cherry,
black hoops, black cap, gold tassel." are
or,en to comment. 'The cherry jacket and
black cap show up all right, but the black
hoops might just as well not be there for
al! that can be seen of them at a distant
point In a race.

So far as the majority of our owners are
concerned, it may be said that they fail to
recognize that there is more than ond
shade of any given color. Red is red,
whether it be vermilllon, scarlet, Indian
red or geranium. Green is green, whether
it be emerald, sea green, nile green, olive
green or Lincoln green, aiui so ?n. Ilence
it comes that racegoers find colors de¬
scribed on the card as Virtually identical

that are radically different. A" funny thing
in this connection is that a certain stable
has been running its horses in colors de¬
scribed as follows: "Changeable blue, white
sash." The most ingenious and imagina¬
tive have so far failed to discover the
slightest indication of blue in the jacket,
which is really of a dark, changeable red.
Greater accuracy of description would

be of material comfort to the casual race¬

goer, who naturally is not anxious to
have a puzzle to solve every time a field
of horses goes to the post. But, much
more important is it that newcomers on
the turf should strike out in new directions
and not poach 011 grounds already occu¬

pied. Here are some suggestions which
may possibly be of service to such persons:
Maize, ruby cap and sleeves.
Apple green, plum cap (cap made of vel¬

vet for preference).
French gray, puce cross belts and cap.
Turquoise, geranium sleeves and cap.
Heliotrope, claret sleeves and cap.
Silver gray and purple hoops, sliver gray

sleeves, purple cap.
Salmon, sage green sash, sleeves and

cap.

GOLF NOTES.

Pine Crieket Promised.
Great interest is now being taken by fol¬

lowers of cricket in this section of the coun¬

try In the coming international match that
is to take place on the grounds of the New
Jersey A. C. September 23 and 24. The
famous Australiqn cricketers who are now
playing their opening games in Philadel¬
phia will be seen In the metropolitan dis¬
trict. The Cricket Committee of the New
Jersey A. C. have been working faithfully
for the past several weeks perfecting ar¬

rangements for this match, and they expect
a large and enthusiastic crowd of followers
of amateur sport on hand to witness the
game. There is an International flavor about
this match, and people are desirous of see¬

ing the famous bowlers and batters of the
Australian team perform. The game will
commence each day at 11 a. ru., and it Is
almost a certainty that visitors to the
grounds on the first day will see the Aus¬
tralians bat.

Willie Norton, the well-known profes¬
sional, who has had charge of the Sea-
bright Golf Club course ever since it was

opened, last Spring, has been called back
to the Lakewood Golf Club, where he will
resume charge on Monday and prepare the
course for the Winter season, which Is to
be exceptionally lively after the other
courses are closed.
A protest has been lodged against J.

Prentice Kellogg, who turned in the low¬
est score in a large field which competed
on Thursday at the Seabright Golf Club
for the second cup offered by Edward D.
Adams, on the ground that during the sec¬
ond round of the competition the player
accompanying him was not a competitor.
His score was as follows:
Out 46478796 5.56
In 46358988 7.58.114.35.79
Should he be disqualified by the Greens

Committee, the cup will go to A. H. Porter,
who finlshSd secomd, as follows:
Out 74669985 4.58
In 4 6 5 6 7 6 5 5 5.49.107 20 97
The Board of Governors of the St. An¬

drew's Golf Club held a meeting at Del-
monlco^ Thursday night and arranged the
programme for their annual tournament.
It will begin October 7 with a thirty-six
hole medal play contest, from scratch, for
the President's cup. The lowest card wins
the trophy, and there will be a gold medal
for second and a silver medal for third.
October 8 the first sixteen at medal play
will compete iti rounds at hole play to the
finish for the SO. Andrew's Cup, with gold
and silver nierftals for second and third.
October 0 the sismi-flnalg and finals will be
played. October 11) the tournament will be
concluded with an eighteen hole medal
play handicap, limited to nine strokes, for
a silver cup. with gold medal to second and
silver medal to third. During the week
there will also be a competition in eighteen
hole rounds, ho3e play, for the consolation
cup, open only to unplaced competitors on
.the first day. The coihmittee appointed to
manage the tournament consists of A. L.
Livermore, chairman; W. 1{. Innis, B. S.
De Garmeiidia, W. E. Hodgman and Harry
Holbrook. Jr. No provision was made for
a professional tournament, but it is said
such a competition may be arranged about
November 7.

Bicycles. Bicyclcs.

An Exceptional Opportunity to

Obtain a Limited Number of

OLFF AMERI
Aikrt Cycles

CAN

AT REDUCED PRICES
Some second-hand wheels, some ridden but
once or a few times in the Cycle Parades.
All folly covered by our guarantee. The
prices of our new J 896 models $ ^ />,
remain fixed and unvarying at 1 Vr .

Stores:

R. H. WOLFF & CO., Limited
1 E. 42d St.,near 5th Ave. )

c c.i \ ) At our stores 135 and 137 W. 125th St.,
332 rlltn Avenue \

we ),ave flmple facilities for storage of
135 and I37 W. 125th St. \ wheels. Renting and Repairing.
S. E. cor. Boulevard & 84th St.)

CLEARANCE SALE.
During this week we will sell all of our medium grade Bicycles, also our second¬

hand and shop-worn

Rambler Bicycles,
AT VERY LOW PRICES.

If you have the faintest idea of buying & bicycle this Fall, don't let this rare

opportunity pass.

GORMULLY & JEFFERY MFG. CO.
|

OPEN EVEXIXGS,

939-945 Eighth Ave., near 56th St., New York.
342-344 Flatbush Ave,, Brooklyn.

Complete
Manhood

AND

How to Attain It."

A Wonderful New
Medical Book,written
for Men Only. One
copy may be had free
on application.

ERIE MEDICAL CO.
BUFFALO, N. Y.

SACRIFICE
HARNESS SALE.

THE GREATEST BARGAIN* EVER OFFERED.
Having received an order from an Eastern

house for 1,000 sets of extra made BUGGY IIAR-
NJSSS. and owing to that flria'.- failure t>efoi<*
we delivered them, we have dec ided, in order to
advertise and introduce our HARNESS, to sell
them at

$10.00 PER SET
while they last. This price is ONE-HALF of
COST to manufacture thein. They are mad©
from the best oak-tanned leather, well mi'de.
handsomely mounted,- PATENT LEATHER
TRIMMED, and were made to retail at $30 per
set, and actually and honestly worth that
amount.
We will send a set of this HARNESS to any

addif-ss on receipt of $1 to pay C. O D. and
express charges Privilege of examination, and
if they are not worth tiie money, you to be the
judge, return them. A!s> 600 sets of DOUBLE
HARNESS, made to <ell for $nO: as long a*
they last we will sell tbem at $25.

CAMERON HARNESS CO..
37 WARREN ST., NEW YORK.

Bicycles.

THE VICTOR
Official Intercollegiate Football

Is THE Proper Thing.
Adopted by the Intercollegiate Asso*

elation of New England.
Better made, of better material, equipped with

patent lacing, doing away with that hump. Will
hold its shape longer and Inst longer than anyother ball. Each packed with needle lacer and
pump, sealed and guaranteed.

AND WE MAKE 'EM.
We also make football clothing, headgearshin guards and shoes.

We also make the most complete line of strl*
ins bags, boxing gloves and athletic shoes th'
can be found.

Our bicycle racing shoe is a triumph over any¬
thing yet turned out. It weighs but 4 ounce*.
Shoes for cycling, .tenuis, sprinting, jumping,
golf and pedestrian boots.

OVERMAN WHEEL CO.,
23 Warren St.

We Want 500 Second-Hand Bicycles
for cash: full value for good wheel#. S. li.
Davega & Co.. 497 3d uve., u«nr 34th st.


